GREEK TEXT -

TRANSLATION - INTERLINEAR - DISCOURSE STRUCTURE

The Epistle to the Colossians, Chapter 2

ITPOYX KOAOXXAEIX B’

Each verse opens with the running Greek, an English translation, and a discourse note

(its connective, relation, and role in the argument). Below follows the word-by-word

breakdown in six tiers: gloss, case (color), parsing, syntax, semantic force, and a | lexical

note.

CASE @ Nominative @ Genitive @ Dative @ Accusative @ Vocative @ Verb (nocase) @ Indeclinable

Discourse notes head each verse: relation - connective * clause-flow. Indentation marks prominence — flush-left = main line of argument; indented = supporting / subordinate

material.

Discourse structure of the chapter

A - 2:1-5
B-2:6-7
C : 2:8-10

Paul's struggle for their assured knowledge of Christ

Paul wants them to know the agony of his striving for them and the Laodiceans (1), aimed at hearts knit in love and the full riches of assured
understanding — the knowledge of God's mystery, Christ (2), in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge (3). He says this lest
anyone delude them with persuasive speech (4); for though absent in body he is with them in spirit, rejoicing at their order and the firmness of their
faith in Christ (5).

Walk in the Christ you received

The hinge and thesis of the chapter: as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him (6) — rooted, built up, and established in the faith as
taught, overflowing with thanksgiving (7).

Warning against philosophy: the fullness is in Christ

Watch lest anyone take you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, by human tradition and the elemental spirits, and not according to Christ
(8) — for in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily (9), and in him, the head of every rule and authority, you have been filled (10).



D - 2:11-15

E - 2:16-19

F:2:20-23

Dead and alive with Christ: circumcision, burial, victory

In him you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, the stripping off of the body of flesh, the circumcision of Christ (11); buried
with him in baptism, in which you were also raised through faith in God's working who raised him (12). You who were dead in trespasses and
uncircumcision he made alive with him, forgiving all our trespasses (13), having erased the certificate of debt against us and nailed it to the cross
(14), and having disarmed the rulers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in him (15).

Against legalism: the substance belongs to Christ

Therefore let no one judge you over food, drink, festival, new moon, or sabbath (16) — these are a shadow of what was to come, but the substance
is Christ's (17). Let no one disqualify you, delighting in false humility and worship of angels, puffed up by what he has seen, without holding to the
Head (18-19), from whom the whole body, supplied and knit together, grows with the growth that is from God.

Against asceticism: dead to the elements

If you died with Christ to the elemental principles, why submit to regulations — 'Do not handle, taste, touch' (20-21) — rules about things that
perish with use, mere human commands and teachings (22)? Such things have a reputation for wisdom in self-made religion, false humility, and
severity to the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh (23).

1 OcAdw yap vuag edévat Atkov aywva €xw UTEQ VMWV Kat twv &v Aaodukela kal 600L ovY

£00AKAV TO TMEOOWTIOV OV €V OAQKL,

For I want you to know how great a struggle I have on behalf of you and those in Laodicea, and all who have
not seen my face in the flesh,

GROUND / DISCLOSURE = YA&Q ydap links back to 1:29: Paul discloses the intensity of his agonizing labor —

extended now to the Colossians and Laodiceans whom he has never met in person.
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Ot w Yo vpag eldéval

I want for you to know

Pres Act Indic 1 Sg * 6¢Aw explanatory conjunction Accusative Perf Act Inf - oida

main verb accusative subject of i6évar complementary infinitive (of ©OéAw)

— customary present — perfect with present force (settled

n . . . . knowin;

OeAw: 'will, wish, desire'; a disclosure &
formula (T want you to know') opening oida: 'know' (perfect with present
fresh information. sense); cognitive certainty, here the

awareness Paul wants them to have.

C 4 bl ~ b4 c \
NAlkov aywva EXw LTEQ
how great struggle I have on behalf of
Accusative Accusative Pres Act Indic 1 Sg * £&xw preposition + genitive (advantage)
interrogative/exclamatory adjective (modifies direct object of éxw main verb (rel./indir. clause)
dy@va) s i .
aywv: 'contest, struggle — stative present

fAikog: 'how great, hQOW large'f an (athletic/ago‘nisti‘c imager)'/); the éx@: 'have, hold’; here T am engaged in

exclamatory correlative stressing the strenuous toil of intercession and care o).

magnitude of the contest. (cf. 1:29 dywvildpevog). (B,

c ~ \ ~ >
VHWV KAl TWV EV
you and those in
Genitive coordinating conjunction Genitive preposition + dative (place)
object of vmép (advantage) article (substantizes prep. phrase)
i ’ 10 \ 1 124 1( p)

Aaod IKELX KXL ooolt ovx
Laodicea and as many as not
Dative coordinating conjunction Nominative negative particle
dat. of place relative pronoun (subject of édpakav)

Aaodikela: a neighboring city in the 800¢: 'as many as, all who'; gathers in

Lycus valley (cf. 4:13-16); its church everyone not personally acquainted

shares the Colossian situation. with Paul.



gogaxkav TO
have seen the

Perf Act Indic 3 Pl - 6paw Accusative
main verb (rel. clause) article

— extensive perfect (state from past)

opaw: 'see’; the perfect marks the
abiding fact — they have never met him
face to face.

Y oaQki
in flesh
preposition + dative (sphere) Dative

dat. of sphere (bodily presence)

0ap€: here neutral, 'physical
body/presence’ — Paul's bodily, in-
person presence, as opposed to spiritual
(v.5).

MQEOCWTOV
face

Accusative

direct object

npoowriov: 'face, presence’; 'my face in
the flesh' = personal, in-person
acquaintance.

Hov
my
Genitive

genitive of possession

tva magaxkAnOwov al kaediat avTwv, CVUPLBACOEVTES €V AYATT) KAl elg TV TAOVTOG T1C

TIATN|00POQLAC TN OVVETEWG, €1¢ ETtLY VWOV TOL HvoTnELoL ToL Oeov, XoLoTo,

that their hearts may be encouraged, knit together in love and unto all the riches of the full assurance of

understanding, unto a knowledge of God's mystery, namely Christ,

PURPOSE OF THE STRUGGLE = [va The goal of Paul's agonizing labor: hearts strengthened and bound in love,

brought to the full riches of certain understanding — which is nothing less than the knowledge of the mystery,

Christ himself.
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tva nagakAnOwaotv al Kadial

that may be encouraged the hearts
conjunction (purpose) Aor Pass Subj 3 Pl - napakaAéw Nominative Nominative
verb of purpose clause article subject (of passive verb)
— ingressive aorist subjunctive kapdia: 'heart'; the Hebraic seat of
L mind, will, and affections — the whole
napakaréw: 'encourage, comfort, .
. , L i inner self.
exhort' (mapa + xaAéw, 'call alongside');
strengthening of the inner person.
avTWV ovuPipacOévteg ev AYAT
=~ YOAT)
their having been knit together in love
Genitive Aor Pass Ptc - Nom Pl Masc + oupBipaw preposition + dative (sphere/means) Dative
genitive of possession adverbial ptc. (manner/attendant); constructio dat. of sphere/means (bond of union)

ad sensum (masc. for persons o .
( i ) ayarn): 'love'; the cohesive bond that

— constative aorist binds the community (cf. 3:14, 'the

ouvppipalw: 'bring together, unite, peilofpetee ey

instruct'; here 'knit/welded together' in
love (cf. v.19 of the body).

”~ ™ - ™ -

Kal LG AV MAOVTOG

and unto all riches

coordinating conjunction preposition + accusative (goal) Accusative Accusative
attributive adjective object of is (goal)

nAoUtog: 'wealth, abundance'; the lavish
fullness of the assurance to be attained.
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TG nArjpodogiag TG OUVECEWG

of the full assurance of understanding
Genitive Genitive Genitive Genitive
article genitive of content (riches consisting of full article objective/source genitive (assurance that
assurance) understanding gives)
niAnpogopta: 'full assurance, complete olveolG: 'insight, comprehension' (lit. 'a
certainty’; settled conviction, not bare putting-together'); the grasp of how
opinion. truths cohere.
bl bl 4 ~ 4
ELc ETClYV(A)O'lV TO0L HUO'TT]QlOU
unto knowledge of the mystery
preposition + accusative (goal, restated) Accusative Genitive Genitive
object of €ic (goal restated/intensified) article objective genitive (knowledge of the mystery)
éntyvwotg: 'full knowledge' (émt- puotnptlov: 'mystery’; not a riddle but a
intensive of yv@o1g); deep, personal once-hidden, now-revealed plan of God
recognition — a key term against the (cf. 1:26-27).

false 'knowledge.'

TOU Oeov Xototov

of God Christ

Genitive Genitive Genitive

article possessive/subjective genitive (God's mystery) genitive in apposition (the mystery = Christ)
0e6g: God; the mystery is God's own — Xptotog: 'Anointed,' Messiah; placed in
his eternal saving purpose. apposition — the mystery of God

simply is Christ (cf. 1:27).

3 €V @ €0 TAVTES 0L ONoALEOL NG COPIAS KAL YVOTEWS ATIOKQUPOL.
in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

RELATIVE EXPANSION (CHRIST) | &V (;) A relative clause on Xp1oto0: every treasure of wisdom and

knowledge is stored up in Christ — a frontal answer to teachers offering wisdom apart from him.
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&V w Elow MAVTEG

in whom are all
preposition + dative (sphere) Dative Pres Act Indic 3 PI - ipt Nominative
relative pronoun (antecedent Xpiotot) main verb (copula) attributive adjective (emphatic 'all')
— stative present nag: 'all’; emphatic — not some, but
every treasure, leaving none outside
Christ.
< A\ ~ /7
oL er]O'(XUQOl TT]G Goq)la‘;
the treasures of wisdom
Nominative Nominative Genitive Genitive
article subject article genitive of content (treasures of wisdom)
Onoavpdg: 'treasure, storehouse'; the cogla: 'wisdom'; the comprehensive,
precious deposit — here of wisdom and practical understanding of God and his
knowledge. ways.

\ ’ pd /
Kol YVwoews ATIOKQULGOL
and knowledge hidden
coordinating conjunction Genitive Nominative
genitive of content (coordinate) predicate adjective (treasures hidden/stored)
yv@otig: 'knowledge'; here paired with anokpugog: 'hidden, stored away' (cf.
cogpila — the apprehension that the 'apocrypha'); treasures laid up in Christ,
rival teachers claimed to possess accessible by faith, not esoteric secret-
elsewhere. lore.

4 Tovto Aéyw tva undeic vuag nagatoyiCnrae év mbavoltoyiaq.
I say this so that no one may delude you with persuasive speech.

STATED PURPOSE / WARNING | asynpetoN Paul names his aim: the foregoing is preventative — that the

persuasive rhetoric of false teachers not lead them astray by faulty reasoning.
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Tovuto
this
Accusative

direct object (cataphoric to vv.1-3)

Aéyw va

I say so that
Pres Act Indic 1 Sg * Aéyw conjunction (purpose)
main verb

— instantaneous present

Aéyw: 'say, tell’; introduces the purpose
behind what he has just written.

undeig

no one
Nominative

subject of subjunctive

pndeig: 'no one'; the indefinite adversary
— recurring in the chapter (vv.8, 16,
18).

=

@ -
vuag
you
Accusative

direct object

nagaloyilnral gv
may delude with
Pres Mid Subj 3 Sg * napadoyidopat

verb of purpose clause

— conative/ongoing present subjunctive

niapaloyilopat: 'deceive by false
reasoning, defraud' (mapa + Aoyilopati);
to cheat someone through specious
argument.

preposition + dative (means)

™

=

niBavoroyia

persuasive speech

Dative

dat. of means (instrument of deception)
rmBavoloyia: 'plausible/persuasive
speech' (mbavdg + Adyog); rhetoric
that convinces by sounding good, not
by being true.

eLYaQ KAl TN OaQKL ATELUL AAAX TQ TTVEVHATL OLV VULV ELUL XalowVv Kat PAETIWV VU@V TNV TAELWV

KAl TO OTeQéwpa TG €lg XQLoTov Tilotews DH@V.

For though I am absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing and beholding your good order and the

firmness of your faith in Christ.

GROUND (PASTORAL PRESENCE)

spiritually present, he gladly observes their disciplined ranks and the solid front of their faith — military

Y& Paul grounds his warning in pastoral solidarity: bodily absent but

metaphors of a church standing firm.
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el YaQ Kol ™M)

if for even the
conjunction (concessive condition) explanatory conjunction adverbial (with €i, concessive) Dative
€l ... kat: 'even if, though'; concedes the article

fact of bodily absence.

\ b4 bl \ ~
oagQkKl OTTELUL aAAX W
body/flesh I am absent yet the
Dative Pres Act Indic 1 Sg * dnietpt adversative conjunction (apodosis) Dative
dat. of respect/sphere (absent as to the body) verb of concessive clause GAAd: 'but, yet'; the strong contrast article
0ap€: here neutral, 'physical body'; the —> stative present answering the concession.
sphere of his absence, set against t®
. : . E dret: 'be away, be absent' (4o +
Ivevpatt. - )
eipt); contrasted with eipt 'Tam
(present).'
/ \ C -~ b
TIVEVUATL ovv vuv Lt
spirit with you [ am
Dative preposition + dative (association) Dative Pres Act Indic 1 Sg - ipt
dat. of respect/sphere (present in spirit) object of ovv (association) main verb (apodosis)
niveOpa: here Paul's own spirit — his — stative present
attentive, caring presence, not bodily
but real.

4 \ / C ~
XALQWV Kol PAemwv vpWV
rejoicing and beholding your
Pres Act Ptc - Nom Sg Masc - xaipw coordinating conjunction Pres Act Ptc - Nom Sg Masc * BAénw Genitive
adverbial ptc. (manner/attendant) adverbial ptc. (manner/cause of joy) genitive of possession (fronted)
— present (concurrent) — present (concurrent)

BAénw: 'see, look at'; as if observing,
with a glad eye, their ordered standing.

xalpw: 'rejoice, be glad'; the joyful tone
characteristic of Paul's prison letters.
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TNV Taév K&l TO

the good order and the
Accusative Accusative coordinating conjunction Accusative
article direct object of BAémwy article

ta€1g: 'order, arrangement' (military:
orderly ranks); the church's disciplined

cohesion.

oTEQéwna ™G elg Xgtotov
firmness of the in Christ
Accusative Genitive preposition + accusative (object of faith) Accusative
direct object (coordinate) article gig Xptotdv: 'faith directed toward object of €ic (direction of faith)

otepéwpa: 'solid part, firmness, Christ; the article + prepositional

bulwark' (military: solid phrase make 'faith-in-Christ' a unit.

front/rampart); the steadfast strength

of their faith.
MLOTEWS vpwv
faith your
Genitive Genitive
genitive (firmness of the faith) genitive of possession

rilotig: 'faith, trust'; the object-directed
trust in Christ whose firmness Paul
gladly notes.

6 Qc odv nmageAdfete tov XpLotov Inoovv TOv KOELOV, £V AT TEQLTATELTE,
As therefore you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him,

INFERENCE / THESIS = OOV The pivot of the letter and the chapter: drawing on all that precedes, Paul

commands that the received tradition — Christ Jesus the Lord — govern the whole of life. Everything in vv.8-23
unfolds this ‘walk in him.'
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@ 5 4 2
Q¢ ovV TXQEAAPETE TOV
as therefore you received the
conjunction (comparison/correspondence) inferential conjunction Aor Act Indic 2 PI - napaAapfave Accusative
@G ... (oUtwg): 'as ... s0'; oUv: 'therefore'; draws the practical verb of comparative clause article
correspondence between the reception conclusion from chs. 1-2 thus far. I ——
and the required manner of life.
napalapPavw: 'receive (a tradition),
take over'; the technical term for
receiving authoritative teaching handed
on (cf. 1 Cor 15:3).
\ b ~ \ /7
Xototov Inoovv TOV KUQLOV
Christ Jesus the Lord
Accusative Accusative Accusative Accusative
direct object apposition article apposition (title, emphatic)
Xprotdg: the object received is not kUptog: 'Lord'; the confessional climax
merely a doctrine but the person, — 'Christ Jesus the Lord' is the content
Christ himself. of the received faith (cf. Phil 2:11).
b > ~ ~
&V avtTw TIEQLTIATELTE
in him walk
preposition + dative (union/sphere) Dative Pres Act Impv 2 Pl - neputatéw

object of év (sphere of the walk)

main verb (imperative)

— customary present imperative (ongoing
conduct)

nepunatéw: lit. 'walk about'; a Semitic
metaphor for the whole conduct of life
(cf. Heb. halak).



7 €QOWLWHEVOL KAL ETTOKODOHOVHEVOL €V aUTQ Kal Befatovpevol tn miotel kabwg eddaxOnrte,
TLEQLOOEVOVTEG €V AVTI) €V EVXAQLOTIA.
rooted and being built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, overflowing in it with
thanksgiving.

MANNER OF THE WALK | asynpeton Four participles unfold the 'walk in him' with mixed metaphors —
botanical (rooted), architectural (built up), legal/firm (established) — capped by overflowing thanksgiving, all
anchored in the apostolic teaching received.

£00lCwpévol KAl émotkodopovpevol &v

rooted and being built up in

Perf Pass Ptc - Nom Pl Masc * p1{6w coordinating conjunction Pres Pass Ptc - Nom Pl Masc * preposition + dative (sphere)
adverbial ptc. (manner; modifies mepinareire) énoodopéw

. . adverbial ptc. (manner
— intensive perfect (settled state) bt )

prlow: 'cause to take root, plant firmly'; - pLEE (oi ie e)

the perfect pictures a completed, énowkoSopéw: 'build up upon' (émi +

abiding rootedness in Christ. oikodopéw); the present marks
construction still in progress on the one
foundation.

f k) ~ 1( \ 1 7 1 ~
avTW Kol Beparovuevol ™
him and established the
Dative coordinating conjunction Pres Pass Ptc - Nom Pl Masc - fefatow Dative
object of ¢év (foundation/sphere) adverbial ptc. (manner) article

— present (ongoing)

BePatdw: 'make firm, confirm, establish';
a legal/commercial term for
guaranteeing — the faith made secure.



TOTEL

faith

Dative

dat. of respect/means (established in/by the
faith)

riiotig: 'faith’; either personal trust or
'the faith' as the body of teaching —
established in it.

"

P

KaBwg
just as
conjunction (comparison)

kabwg: just as, according as'; appeals to
the standard of the original instruction.

Ed1daxOnte

you were taught

Aor Pass Indic 2 PI - 18doxkw
verb of comparative clause

— constative aorist

S186dokw: 'teach’; the faithful instruction
(probably from Epaphras, 1:7) as the
norm against innovation.

TMEQLOTEVOVTEG

overflowing

Pres Act Ptc - Nom Pl Masc - nepioogbo
adverbial ptc. (manner)

— present (ongoing)

neploogVw: 'abound, overflow';
superabundance — gratitude that brims
over.

&V
in
preposition + dative (sphere)

avtn
it

Dative

object of év (antecedent 1fj miote)

&v
with

preposition + dative
(manner/accompaniment)

EVXAQLOTI

thanksgiving

Dative

dat. of manner (accompanying the abounding)

evxapiotia: 'thanksgiving, gratitude'; a
recurring keynote of Colossians (1:12;
3:15-17; 4:2).

8 PAémete un tic VpAg €otal O CLAAYWYWV dLX TS PLAOCOPIAG KAl KEVTG ATIATNG KATO TNV

TAQAdOT LV TWV AVOQWTIWYV, KATA TX OTOLYELX TOL KOTHOL KAl 0L Katx XQLOTOV*

See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition,
according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ;

WARNING (THE FALSE TEACHING)

ASYNDETON

The chapter's central polemic opens: a sharp 'watch out!'

against being carried off as plunder. Four 'according to' phrases triangulate the danger — human tradition and

the world's elements over against the single legitimate standard, Christ.
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PAémete un TIG vuag

see to it lest anyone you
Pres Act Impv 2 Pl - BA¢énw conjunction (negative purpose/apprehension) Nominative Accusative
main verb (imperative of warning) pn): introduces the feared outcome after subject (indefinite) direct object (of the participle)
— present imperative (continual a verb of caution. T1G: 'someone, anyone'; the shadowy
vigilance) false teacher(s) left deliberately
unnamed.

BAénw: 'look, watch'; here 'beware, see
to it' — an alert, ongoing watchfulness.

v < ~ e\
gotal o OVARYW YWV ox
will be the (one) taking captive through
Fut Mid Indic 3 Sg - eipt Nominative Pres Act Ptc - Nom Sg Masc * ouAaywyew preposition + genitive (means)
periphrastic future (with ptc.) article (substantizes ptc.) periphrastic ptc. (with éotar)
— predictive future (vivid warning) — present (ongoing action)

etpt: here in periphrasis with ovAaywyéw: 'carry off as spoil/booty,

ovAaywy®v — 'will be the one carrying kidnap' (oVAn 'plunder' + dyw); a vivid,

off; the future makes the danger rare word — to be made another's

concrete. plunder.

”~ " ™ ~ ”

TG dLroocodiag Kol KEVTG

the philosophy and empty

Genitive ol coordinating conjunction (hendiadys) Genitive

article object of 61d (means) attributive adjective
¢@thooogpia: love of wisdom'; the only Kevog: 'empty, hollow, vain'; the
NT occurrence — here the rival 'philosophy' is exposed as a void —
teaching's self-flattering label, not impressive talk with no substance.

philosophy in general.
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ATATNG KT TNV MaQAdOOLY

deceit according to the tradition

Genitive preposition + accusative (standard/source) Accusative Accusative

object of 614 (likely hendiadys: 'empty, article object of katrd (standard)

g ) napadootg: 'tradition, what is handed
anarn: 'deception, deceit, seduction'; down'; here merely 'of men' — set
the lure that promises wisdom but against the mapeAdfete of v.6, the
delivers a trap. tradition of Christ.

~ bl ’ \ \

TWV avOownwv KOUTO0 ™™

of the men according to the

Genitive ol preposition + accusative (standard/source) Accusative

article subjective/source genitive (human origin) article

dvBpwriog: 'human being'; the merely
human pedigree of the teaching damns
it (cf. Mark 7:8).

OTOLXELX TOUL KOOUOVv Kal
elemental principles of the world and
Accusative Genitive Genitive coordinating conjunction
object of kard (standard) article genitive (sphere of the elements)
otowxelov: 'elementary thing, rudiment, koOopog: 'world'; the present age/order
elemental spirit’; debated — whose 'elements' belong to what is
rudimentary teachings or passing away.

cosmic/spiritual powers governing the
old age (cf. Gal 4:3, 9).

”~ ™ - )

oV KATQ Xototov
not according to Christ
negative particle preposition + accusative (the true standard) Accusative

object of kard (the sole legitimate norm)

Xprotog: the climactic standard — any
teaching 'not according to Christ' is
thereby condemned, however learned.



Q OTL eV aUTE KATOLKEL TV TO MATIQWHA TG O€0TNTOS CLWUATIKWS,
because in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily,

GROUND (THE DEITY OF CHRIST) = OTL The doctrinal ground for 'according to Christ": in him the totality of

the divine nature permanently and bodily resides — so nothing of God is to be sought beyond him.

”~ ™ - ™ e

OTL Y avTQ@ KATOLKEL

because in him dwells

causal conjunction preposition + dative (location, emphatic) Dative Pres Act Indic 3 Sg - katokéw
object of év (fronted for emphasis) main verb

— stative present (permanent residence)

katowkéw: 'dwell, settle down
permanently' (katd intensive); not a
passing visitation but a fixed, abiding

indwelling.
v TO MAT|QWHA TG
all/whole the fullness of the
Nominative Nominative Nominative Genitive
attributive adjective article subject article
ndg: 'all, whole'; emphatic — the rAnpwpa: 'fullness, that which fills';
entirety, not a portion. possibly a slogan of the false teachers,

reclaimed — the full divine plenitude is
in Christ (cf. 1:19).
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Beotnrog

deity
Genitive

genitive of content (fullness consisting of deity)

Oeotng: 'deity, Godhead, divine
nature/essence' (distinct from 0ewotng,
'divine quality'); the very being of God,
not merely godlike attributes.

KAL €0TE €V AT TTETATOWHEVOL, OC 0TIV 1] KEPAAT) TAOT|C AQXTS Kal €Eovolag,

OWUATIKWG
bodily

adverb (manner)

owpatik®g: 'bodily, in bodily form'; the
divine fullness dwells in the incarnate
Christ — embodied, not abstract or
dispersed among intermediaries.

and you have been filled in him, who is the head of every rule and authority,

CONSEQUENCE (THE BELIEVER'S FULLNESS)

'vou have been filled' in the One who is supreme over every cosmic power — the very powers the rivals revered.

Kol

Since the fullness is in Christ, those in him lack nothing:

Kal
and

coordinating conjunction

£0Te
you are

Pres Act Indic 2 P1 - eipt

main verb (periphrastic with ptc.)

— stative present

v
in

preposition + dative (union)

avTw
him
Dative

object of év (sphere of fullness)

MEMAT|QWHEVOL

filled

Perf Pass Ptc - Nom Pl Masc * mAnpow
periphrastic ptc. (with é01é)

— intensive perfect (completed, abiding
fullness)

niAnpow: 'fill, make full, complete'; the
wordplay with mAfpwpa (v.9) —
believers share Christ's plenitude and
need no supplement.

0¢
who

Nominative

relative pronoun (antecedent avr®)

E0TLV
is

Pres Act Indic 3 Sg - ipt

main verb (copula, rel. clause)

— stative present

Nominative

article



KehpaAn
head

Nominative
predicate nominative

ke@aln: 'head'; connoting both source
and supremacy — Christ ranks above
every power (cf. 1:18; 2:19).

11

govoiag
authority
Genitive

genitive (coordinate)

¢€ovota: 'authority, power'; paired with
apxr) for the spiritual authorities the
rivals venerated and feared.

€V @ Kol TLEQLETUNONTE TTEQLTOUT AXELQOTIOMTW €V TN ATeKOVOEL TOV OWUATOS TNG OAQKOG, €V T1)

TLEQLTOLT) TOL XQLOTOV,

TAoTG

of every
Genitive
attributive adjective

nag: 'every, all'; no power is exempt
from his headship.

aQXNS
rule
Genitive
genitive (head over rule)
apx): 'rule, ruler, principality’; a class of

spiritual powers (cf. 1:16; Eph 1:21) —
Christ is their head.

Kal
and

coordinating conjunction

in whom also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the stripping off of the body

of the flesh, in the circumcision of Christ,

UNION BENEFIT (CIRCUMCISION)

€v @ A new chain of 'in him' benefits begins. Against any demand for the

knife, Paul declares a circumcision already received in Christ — not of hands but a decisive stripping-off of the

fleshly self.



&v @ Kal neQLeTUrOnTe

in whom also you were circumcised
preposition + dative (union) Dative adverbial (ascensive) Aor Pass Indic 2 Pl - nepttépvw
relative pronoun (antecedent Christ) main verb

— constative aorist (the conversion event)

nepttépve: 'circumcise' (lit. 'cut
around'); here spiritual circumcision —
the inward reality the OT sign
foreshadowed (Deut 30:6; Rom 2:29).

i b / ) ~

TEQLTO urj XXELROTIO mnTw &V )
with a circumcision made without hands in the
Dative Dative preposition + dative (means/definition) Dative
dat. of means/cognate (instrumental) attributive adjective article

nieptropn): 'circumcision’; the cognate axelpornointog: 'not made with hands'

noun, qualified at once as 'not made (a- + xelp + motéw); a divine, not

with hands.' human, work — distinguishing it from

physical circumcision (cf. Mark 14:58).

amekdvoElL TOU oWUATOG NG
stripping off of the body of the
Dative Genitive Genitive Genitive
dat. of means (defining the circumcision) article objective genitive (what is stripped off) article

anékdvoig: 'a putting/stripping off' o®pa: 'body'; here 'the body of the flesh'

(rare, perhaps coined here); the = the whole self as dominated by sinful

decisive removal of the old self, like flesh.

discarding a garment (cf. 3:9; v.15).



oaQKOG
flesh

Genitive
attributive/epexegetical genitive
0ap¢€: here ethical — fallen human

nature in its hostility to God, the old
self now stripped away.

&V
in

preposition + dative (means/agency)

TOV
of the

Genitive

article

Xototov
Christ

Genitive

subjective/possessive genitive

Xpiotog: the circumcision belongs
to/derives from Christ — radically

distinct from the Mosaic rite.

)
the

Dative

article

TLEQLTOLT)

circumcision

Dative

dat. of means (defines/agency)
niepttopn): 'the circumcision of Christ' —
either the circumcision Christ
performs, or his death (his 'stripping

off' on the cross) in which believers
share.

12 OLVTAPEVTEG AVTQ &V T PATITIONQ, £V @ KAl oLV YEEONTE dlx TNG MioTEWS TNG €veEQYelag TOL

OeoL TOL £yelpavTog AUTOV €K VEKQWV:

having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the working

of God, who raised him from the dead;

UNION BENEFIT (DEATH & RESURRECTION) | ASYNDETON

burial and co-resurrection: baptism dramatizes union with Christ's death and rising, the new life received

through faith in the God who raised him.

The circumcision/stripping is unfolded as co-



”~ o N ™ Ty e

ovvtadEvTeg avTE Y TW

having been buried with with him in the
Aor Pass Ptc - Nom Pl Masc - ouvBantw Dative preposition + dative (sphere/means) Dative
adverbial ptc. (manner/means of the dat. of association (with the oUv- verb) article
circumcision)

— constative aorist

ouvOdartw: 'bury together with' (ovv +
Oamtw); union with Christ's burial —
the old self decisively interred (cf. Rom

6:4).
PamTtiopw ev @ Kol
baptism in which also
Dative preposition + dative (relative; antecedent Dative adverbial (ascensive)
dat. of sphere (the locus of co-burial) debated) relative pronoun (antecedent

Barttiopde: 'baptism, washing; here the év up:. 'in which‘ (baptism) or 'in Whom' Banriop@/Christ)

rite enacting union with Christ's burial (thISt); cithetyay the'sphere afibeing

and resurrection. et

i ’ 1( <\ 1 ~ 1 ’

GUVT]Y&QGT]T& owx TT]Q TLOTEWG
you were raised with through the faith
Aor Pass Indic 2 Pl - cuveyeipw preposition + genitive (means) Genitive Genitive
main verb (rel. clause) article object of 61d (means)
— constative aorist riiotig: 'faith’; the instrument by which

the co-resurrection is appropriated —

ovveyelpw: 'raise together with' (oUv + not the rite alone

éyelpw); the believer's resurrection with
Christ — already accomplished, the
basis of new life (cf. 3:1).



™G évegyeiag TOV Oeov

in the working of God

Genitive Genitive Genitive Genitive

article objective genitive (faith in the working) article subjective genitive (God's working)
évépyela: 'working, effective power, 0e6g: God; whose resurrection power is
operation’; God's active power — the the pledge of the believer's own raising.

object/ground of the faith that saves.

TOU gyelpavTog avTov €K

the (one) who raised him from

Genitive Aor Act Ptc - Gen Sg Masc - éyeipw Accusative preposition + genitive (separation)
article (substantizes ptc.) attributive participle (modifies Ogoti) direct object (of the participle)

— constative aorist

éyelpw: 'raise, wake'; the resurrection of
Jesus as the paradigm and power of the
believer's new life.

VEKQWV
the dead

Genitive

object of éx (separation/source)
vekpog: 'dead (one)'; 'from among the
dead' — the bodily resurrection of
Jesus.



13 Kol VHAG VEKQOUG OVTAG €V TOLS TTAQATITWHACLY KAL T AKkQoBuoTtia T1¢ 0aQkog DUV,
ovveCwoTonoev DHAS 0LV AVTW, XAQLOAHEVOG ULV TTAVTA TAX TAQATITOUATA,
And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, he made alive together with

him, having forgiven us all our trespasses,

UNION BENEFIT (MADE ALIVE) Kol The main line resumes with God as subject: the spiritually dead,

doubly disqualified (sinful and uncircumcised Gentiles), he co-vivified with Christ — the cause being a
sweeping, gracious forgiveness of every trespass.

”~ - ™ S

\ C ~ \ /4
KAXL VHAG VEKQOUG OVTAXG
and you dead being
coordinating conjunction Accusative Accusative Pres Act Ptc - Acc Pl Masc - eipt
direct object (resumed by vudg later, for predicate accusative (with dvrag) adverbial ptc. (concessive: 'though dead')
emphasis) , . ..
vekpog: here figurative — spiritual — present (state)

death, lifelessness toward God, the
state before grace.

~ = ~ ™ - - 7~

Y TOLG MTAQATITWUARTLY Kal

in the trespasses and

preposition + dative (sphere/cause of death) Dative Dative coordinating conjunction
article dat. of sphere (realm of the death)

napantwpa: 'trespass, false step,
transgression' (rapd + mintw);
concrete acts of falling away from God's
path.



”~ ™ ™ S

™M) axgofvoTtia TG oaQKOG

the uncircumcision of the flesh

Dative Dative Genitive Genitive

article dat. of sphere (coordinate) article attributive genitive
axpopuotia: 'uncircumcision, foreskin'; 0ap¢: here the fallen nature/Gentile
literal of Gentile status and figurative of fleshly condition that left them outside
an unregenerate, 'uncircumcised' heart. the covenant.

3 ~ ’ ¢ ~ \

LVUHWV O'UVEC(A)OT[O an'EV VUHAKG ovv

your he made alive with you with

Genitive Aor Act Indic 3 Sg * ou{wonotEw Accusative preposition + dative (association)

genitive of possession main verb (subject: God) direct object (resumptive, emphatic)

— constative aorist

ouv{worotéw: 'make alive together with'
(obv + {wr) + motéw); resurrection life
imparted in union with Christ (cf. Eph

255
avTQ@ XOAQLOAEVOG ULV TAVTQ
him having forgiven us all
Dative Aor Mid Ptc - Nom Sg Masc - xapifopat Dative Accusative
object of ovv (union with Christ) adverbial ptc. (means/cause of the vivification) dat. of advantage (shift to 'us': Paul includes attributive adjective (emphatic)
— constative aorist al) nag: 'all’; not one trespass excepted —

h 1 f th .
xaptlopat: 'give freely, forgive the completeness of the pardon

graciously' (from xapig); forgiveness as
a free gift — the ground of the new life
(cf. 3:13).



T MOAQATITWUATX

the trespasses
Accusative Accusative
article direct object (of the participle)

napdarntwpa: 'trespass'; the very offenses
that constituted the death are wholly
forgiven.

14 €Ealetpag 1o kab' MUV XeROYEAPOV ToLg dOYHAOLY O NV DITEVAVTIOV ULV, KAl aUTO TIQKEV €K
TOU HEOOL TIROOTAWOAS AVTO TQ OTAVQW"
having erased the certificate of debt against us with its decrees, which stood opposed to us; and he has taken

it away, nailing it to the cross;

MEANS OF FORGIVENESS (THE CANCELLED DEBT) asynpeton How the forgiveness was effected: God
wiped clean the IOU of accusatory decrees that stood against us, and removed it utterly — fixing it to the cross

of Christ where the debt was paid.

eCareihag TO ko' UV

having erased the against us

Aor Act Ptc - Nom Sg Masc - é€aleipw Accusative preposition + genitive (opposition) Genitive

adverbial ptc. (means of forgiveness) article katd: here 'against' — the document object of katd (opposition)

—> constative aorist stood as a charge against us.

¢€aleipw: 'wipe out, erase, obliterate';
to sponge ink off papyrus — the record
is blotted clean (cf. Acts 3:19).



™ ™

X€weoyoadov TOLG oo0ypaowv

faY

certificate of debt with the decrees which
Accusative Dative Dative Nominative
direct object of ¢§aletipag article dat. of respect/means (the bond consisting of relative pronoun (subject of jv)
] , . decrees)
xelpoypagov: 'handwritten document,
bond, IOU' (xelp + ypagw); a signed doypa: 'decree, ordinance, regulation’;
note of indebtedness — the legal record the legal demands that made up the
of our obligation/guilt. binding record against us (cf. Eph
2:15).
5 C 4 C ~ \
nv VTTEVAVTLOV nuwv KXl
was opposed to us and
Impf Act Indic 3 Sg - eipt Nominative Dative coordinating conjunction
main verb (rel. clause, copula) predicate adjective dat. of disadvantage
— descriptive imperfect (its standing vrnievavtiog: 'hostile, opposed, set
condition) against' (intensive of évavtiog); the

bond was actively against us, like a
hostile witness.

avTo T)QKEV 4N TOV
it he has taken away out of the
Accusative Perf Act Indic 3 Sg - alpw preposition + genitive (separation) Genitive
direct object (resumptive, emphatic) main verb article

— consummative perfect (permanent
removal)

aipw: 'take up, take away, remove'; the
perfect stresses the abiding result —
the bond is gone for good.



”~ ™

Héoov MQEOONAWOAG avTo T

midst nailing it to the

Genitive Aor Act Ptc - Nom Sg Masc - ipoonAow Accusative Dative

object of ¢k (¢x ToU péoov = 'out of the way') adverbial ptc. (means of removal) direct object (of the participle) article
péoog: 'middle, midst’; ék to0 péoov, an — constative aorist

idiom — 'removed from the scene

'

nipoonAow: 'nail to, fasten with nails

irely.' -
entirely (mpog + fnAog 'nail'); the bond
posted/cancelled by being nailed up —
vividly fused with the crucifixion.
OTAVOW
Cross
Dative

dat. of place/destination (nailed to the cross)

otavpog: 'cross'; the place where the
debt was cancelled — Christ's death as
the discharge of our obligation.

15 QTMERDVOAHEVOS TAS ROXAS KAL TAG EE0V0LAG EDELYUATIOEY €V MaQENOLR, Bolapfedoag avtovg év
avTQ.

having disarmed the rulers and the authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in

him.

VICTORY OVER THE POWERS | asynpetoN The cross's cosmic dimension: God stripped the hostile powers of
their armor, exposed them to open shame, and led them as captives in Christ's triumphal procession — the very

powers the rivals revered are vanquished.



=
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AMEKOVOANEVOG TAG AQXAG Kal
having disarmed the rulers and
Aor Mid Ptc - Nom Sg Masc + dnekdvopat Accusative Accusative coordinating conjunction
adverbial ptc. (means/attendant) article direct object
— constative aorist apxn: 'rule, ruler, principality'; the

anexdvopat: 'strip off (from oneself), Sl 2o (A2l L) e

. . . defeated.
divest, disarm'; God stripped the
powers of their weapons/dignity, as one
strips off armor (cf. driexdvoig v.11).
i \ [ b) ’ 1 > 7 1 >

TAG eEovoing E0ELYHATIOEV &V
the authorities he made a spectacle in
Accusative Accusative Aor Act Indic 3 Sg - detypatilw preposition + dative (manner)
article direct object (coordinate) main verb

é€ovoia: 'authority, power'; the hostile —» constative aorist
cosmic authorities, paired with dpxat. ST s, make 2 me
example/show of’; to display defeated
foes openly to their shame.
V4 / ) \ bl

TAQONOLX Ootappevoag aVTOUG Y

openness triumphing over them in

Dative Aor Act Ptc - Nom Sg Masc - Opuapfevw Accusative preposition + dative (means/instrument)

dat. of manner (openly, publicly)
nappnotia: 'boldness, openness, public
display'; here 'in the open,' before all —
the defeat was not hidden.

adverbial ptc. (manner/means)
— constative aorist

OplapPevw: 'lead in triumphal
procession’; the Roman triumph image
— the conqueror parading captive
enemies (cf. 2 Cor 2:14).

direct object (the powers)



5~

avtTw

him/it

Dative

object of év (instrument: 'in/by it [the cross]' or

'in him')
év avt®: 'in him' (Christ) or 'by it' (the
cross); the triumph was won at and
through the crucifixion.

16 Mn o0V TIC VHAG KOWVETW €V POWOEL KAl €V TOOELT] €V HEQEL €0QTNG T) Vovunviag 1 oaBBatwv:

Therefore let no one judge you in matters of food and drink or with regard to a festival or a new moon or

sabbaths;

INFERENCE / PROHIBITION (LEGALISM) | OOV Drawing the practical conclusion from the believer's

completeness and the powers' defeat: no one is entitled to sit in judgment over dietary or calendar observances

— the legalist's tribunal is illegitimate.

Mn ovv
not therefore
negative particle (prohibition) inferential conjunction

oUv: 'therefore'; the practical inference
from vv.9-15.

TG
anyone
Nominative
subject

T1g: 'anyone'; the indefinite would-be
judge — the legalistic faction.

vpag
you
Accusative

direct object
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KOLWETW v Bowoet Kal

let judge in food and

Pres Act Impv 3 Sg - kpivw preposition + dative (reference) Dative coordinating conjunction
main verb (3rd-person prohibition) dat. of reference (sphere of judging)

— present imperative (prohibiting Bpwog: 'eating, food'; dietary scruples

ongoing practice) — what may or may not be eaten.

kpivw: judge, condemn, pass verdict';
here 'take you to task, sit in judgment

over.'
p] / N bl
&V TTOOEL 1M EV
in drink or in
preposition + dative (reference) Dative disjunctive conjunction preposition + dative (reference)

dat. of reference

nooig: 'drinking, drink'; regulations
about beverages — part of the ritual
scrupulosity.

- -~ ™  ”

N

HEQEL £€00TNG n vovunviag

matter/respect a festival or a new moon

Dative Genitive disjunctive conjunction Genitive

dat. of reference (¢v péper = "in respect of') genitive (the matter in question) genitive (coordinate)
pépog: 'part, share'; év pépet, idiom — ¢optr): 'feast, festival’; the annual sacred voupnvia: 'new moon'; the monthly
'with regard to, in the matter of.' festivals (Passover, Pentecost, etc.). festival (Num 28:11-15) — the trio

(festival/new moon/sabbath) is a stock
OT summary of sacred times.

”~ - o~ ™

1 ogappatwv
or sabbaths
disjunctive conjunction Genitive

genitive (coordinate)

oaPPBatov: 'sabbath'; the weekly day —
the plural form often denotes the single
sabbath day.



17 & €0V OKIX TV HEAAOVTWY, TO dE CWHA TOL XQLOTOV.
which things are a shadow of what was to come, but the body belongs to Christ.

GROUND (SHADOW VS. SUBSTANCE) | asynpeToN The reason the legalist's verdict carries no weight: the
observances were only the cast shadow of coming realities; the solid body that throws the shadow belongs to
Christ — to grasp him is to possess the substance.

~ ™ - ™ - I

</ bl \ ~
EOTLV OKLX TWV
which things are shadow of the
Nominative Pres Act Indic 3 Sg - eipt Nominative Genitive
relative pronoun (subject; neut. pl. summing main verb (copula; neut. pl. subj. + sg. verb) predicate nominative article (substantizes ptc.)
the liSt) 9 ] o]
— stative present okid: 'shadow, foreshadowing'; an
outline cast ahead — real but
insubstantial, pointing beyond itself (cf.
Heb 10:1).
4 \ S ~
HeEAAOVTWV TO o0& owua
things to come the but body/substance
Pres Act Ptc - Gen Pl Neut - péAdw Nominative adversative conjunction Nominative
substantival participle (objective genitive) article &¢: 'but'; the contrast between shadow subject (verbless: 'the body [is] Christ's'
— present (of impending reality) and the solid reality. o®pa: 'body’; here the substance/solid

object that casts the shadow — and

¢AAw: 'be about to, be destined'; 'th ; .
pEmi(: t;; o'u i)h i Tistime B ¢ perhaps a hint of the church as Christ's
coming gs' — the realities, now _

arrived in Christ, that the rites
prefigured.



TOU
of

Genitive

article

Xototov
Christ

Genitive

possessive genitive (the substance belongs to

Christ)
Xprotog: the reality is Christ's — the
shadows find their fulfillment and
ownership in him.

EuPatedwv, ekt PLOLOVHEVOG VTIO TOV VOOS TNG 0AQKOS aVTOV,

< /7

18 undeic vuag kataBeapevétw OEAwV v tametvopooovvn kal Opgnokela Twv ayYEéAwv, & €0Qakev

Let no one disqualify you, delighting in false humility and the worship of angels, dwelling on the things he

has seen, puffed up without cause by the mind of his flesh,

PROHIBITION (ASCETIC-MYSTICAL ERROR) | asynpeTton A second 'let no one' targets the mystical-ascetic
faction: would-be umpires who disqualify believers, prizing self-abasement and angel-worship, parading

visionary experiences, yet inflated by a merely fleshly mind.

unodeig
no one

Nominative

subject

pndeic: 'no one'; the rival arbiter, again
unnamed.

vuag
you
Accusative

direct object

KatapoaPevétw

let disqualify

Pres Act Impv 3 Sg - katappapedw
main verb (3rd-person prohibition)

— present imperative (prohibition)

kataBpaPevw: rule against, decide
against, rob of a prize' (kata +
BpaPevw 'act as umpire'); athletic image
— let no self-appointed umpire deprive
you of the prize.

OeAwv
delighting/taking pleasure
Pres Act Ptc - Nom Sg Masc + 0éAw

adverbial ptc. (manner; OéAwv €v, a Semitism:

'delighting in')

— present (characteristic)
0¢Aw: 'wish, will'; with ¢v, a Hebraism
(cf. LXX) — 'taking delight/pleasure in,'
bent on.



&v
in
preposition + dative (sphere of the delight)

™

P

TAMELVOPQOOVUVT)
humility

Dative

dat. of sphere (object of the delight)

tarntevogpoovvn): lowliness of mind,
humility’; normally a virtue (3:12), but
here a counterfeit, ascetic self-
abasement (perhaps
fasting/mortification).

Kal
and

coordinating conjunction

Oonoxkeia
worship

Dative

dat. of sphere (coordinate)

Opnoxeta: 'religious worship, cultic
service'; the external practice of religion
— here misdirected.

TV
of the

Genitive

article

AYYEAWV
angels

Genitive

genitive (objective: worship directed to angels)

dyyelog: 'angel, messenger'; veneration
of angelic beings — usurping the honor

due to Christ alone, the Head (v.19).

o

the things which
Accusative

relative pronoun (object of édpakev)

C /

EOQ(XKEV

he has seen

Perf Act Indic 3 Sg - 6paw
main verb (rel. clause)

— extensive perfect (abiding claim of
visions)
Opaw: 'see’; 'the things he has seen' —
claimed visionary experiences on which
he presumes.

éupatedwv

dwelling on/entering into

Pres Act Ptc - Nom Sg Masc * éppatetow
adverbial ptc. (manner)

— present (ongoing)

épPatevw: 'enter into, take one's stand
on, investigate minutely'; perhaps a
technical term for initiation — he 'goes
deep' into his visions.

ELKT)
without cause
adverb (manner)

€ikf}: 'in vain, groundlessly, without
reason'; his inflation has no real basis.

dvolovpuevog
puffed up

Pres Pass Ptc - Nom Sg Masc * puotow
adverbial ptc. (manner/result)
— present (ongoing state)
@uotow: 'inflate, puff up' (from @oa
'bellows'); conceited swelling — pride

masquerading as humility (cf. 1 Cor
8:1).

VTIO
by

preposition + genitive (agency)



=

TOU
the

Genitive

article

=

avTOv
his
Genitive

genitive of possession

V0Og

mind

Genitive

object of Umtd (agent of the puffing-up)
voO¢: 'mind, understanding'; here a

mind ruled by the flesh — the source of
his self-conceit.

™G
of the

Genitive

article

0aQKOG

flesh

Genitive

attributive genitive (the fleshly mind)

0ap¢: here ethical — the unspiritual
nature; ironically, his 'spirituality' is
fleshly to the core.

19 KAl OL KQATV TNV KEDAANY, €€ 00 AV TO TWHA DX TWV APOV Kol CUVOETHUWY ETILXOQNYOVUEVOV

Kol ovpBLBalopevov avéel v avénoty Tov Oeov.

and not holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole body, supplied and held together through its joints

and ligaments, grows with the growth that is from God.

DIAGNOSIS (SEVERED FROM THE HEAD) K&l The root failure of the visionary: he has let go of the Head,

Christ. Yet only from the Head does the whole body — nourished and bound by its ligaments — receive its true,

divinely-given growth.

=

KAl
and

coordinating conjunction

5

ov

not

negative particle

KQATWV

holding fast

Pres Act Ptc - Nom Sg Masc * Kpatéw
adverbial ptc. (the decisive failure)

— present (ongoing)

Kpatéw: 'grasp, hold fast, hold firmly
to'; not maintaining his grip on Christ
— the fatal flaw beneath the piety.

Vv
the

Accusative

article



KePpaAnv

Head

Accusative

direct object
ke@aln: 'head'; Christ as both the
supreme authority and the living source

from which the body lives (cf. v.10;
1:18).

e&
from

preposition + genitive (source)

ov
whom

Genitive

relative pronoun (masc., agreeing with Christ
behind 'Head')

o0: masculine 'whom' though kepaAnv
is feminine — the agreement is with
Christ, the Head's referent.

mTav
whole

Nominative

attributive adjective

TO owpa ol TWV
the body through the
Nominative Nominative preposition + genitive (means) Genitive
article subject article
o®pa: 'body’; the church as Christ's
organic body, dependent wholly on the
Head for life and growth.
adwv Kol OUVOEO WV ETLXOQTYOVUUEVOV
joints and ligaments being supplied
Genitive coordinating conjunction Genitive Pres Pass Ptc - Nom Sg Neut - émuxopnyéw

object of 61d (means)

aen: joint, ligament, connection' (point
of contact); the body's connective links
through which supply passes.

object of 614 (coordinate)

obvdeopog: 'bond, ligament, that which
binds together'; the sinews holding the
body in unity (cf. 3:14).

attributive/adverbial ptc. (modifies odpa)
— present (ongoing supply)

éruxopnyéw: 'supply, provide
generously' (orig. of funding a chorus);
the lavish provision the body receives
from the Head.
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Kal ovupLpalopevov avéel ™V

and being knit together grows the
coordinating conjunction Pres Pass Ptc - Nom Sg Neut - cuppifalw Pres Act Indic 3 Sg - av§avw Accusative
attributive/adverbial ptc. (modifies odpa) main verb article
— present (ongoing) — customary/durative present
ovpPiBadw: 'bring together, unite, knit'; avfavw: 'grow, increase'; organic growth
the body welded into coherent unity — what the body does when joined to
(cf. v.2). its Head.
Y ~ ~
avénow TOV Ocov
growth of God
Accusative Genitive Genitive
cognate accusative (grows the growth) article genitive of source (growth from God)
atgnoig: 'growth, increase'; the cognate 0edg: God; the ultimate origin of all
noun — 'grows with the growth that true growth — not the techniques of
comes from God.' the visionaries.

20 Etamebavete ovv Xolotw Ao TV otoLxelwV TOL KOO0V, T s CWVTES €V KOO doyuatileoOe:
If you died with Christ to the elemental principles of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you

submit to regulations:

CONDITIONAL REBUKE (ASCETICISM) ~EiL The final movement: a first-class condition assumed true. Since

they died with Christ to the world's elements, submission to its taboos is a glaring inconsistency — living as if
still belonging to the realm they died out of.
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Ei aneOavete oLV Xototw

if you died with Christ
conjunction (first-class condition, assumed Aor Act Indic 2 Pl - dro®viiokw preposition + dative (association) Dative
i) verb of protasis object of ovv (union in death)

€i: 'if’; with the indicative, a condition

das f . did die. — constative aorist (the death-with-
treated as fact — 'since you did die.

Christ event)

anoBvrokw: 'die’; the believer's death
with Christ to the old order (cf. v.12;

Rom 6:8).
ATIO TWV OTOLXELWV TOU
from the elemental principles of the
preposition + genitive (separation: died away Genitive Genitive Genitive
from) article object of dmid (separation) article
and: 'from, away from'; with 'die,’ marks otowxeiov: 'elemental principle/spirit'
separation — dead and so released from (cf. v.8); the regulatory powers of the
the elements' jurisdiction. old age, to which they have died.
KOO OV Tl WG Cwvrteg
world why as though living
Genitive interrogative adverb (expostulation) conjunction (manner, hypothetical) Pres Act Ptc - Nom Pl Masc - {aw
genitive (sphere of the elements) ti: 'why?'; the reproachful question g: 'as, as though'; here marking a false adverbial ptc. (manner/condition)
kdopoc: 'world’; the present passing exposing the inconsistency. supposition — 'as if you still belonged —, present (ongoing)

order whose rules no longer bind those to the world.'

who died with Christ. {dw: 'live’; 'living in the world' —

conducting yourselves as if the old
order still held sway.



Y KOO doypatiCeoOe

in the world do you submit to regulations
preposition + dative (sphere) Dative Pres Mid/Pass Indic 2 Pl - Soypatilw
dat. of sphere main verb (the reproachful question)

— present (ongoing practice)

Soypatidw: 'subject oneself to / be
subjected to decrees' (from Soypa,
v.14); 'why let yourselves be regulated?’

21 Mn ayn unde yevon unde 0iyne,

"Do not handle, nor taste, nor touch'?

QUOTED REGULATIONS | asynpeTon Paul mockingly quotes the ascetic taboos themselves — three

escalating prohibitions ('don't handle, don't taste, don't even touch') exposing the petty fussiness of the rules.

Mn) aym punde yevom

not handle nor taste
negative particle (prohibition) Aor Mid Subj 2 Sg - dntw negative coordinating conjunction Aor Mid Subj 2 Sg - yevopat
prohibitive subjunctive (quoted rule) prohibitive subjunctive (quoted rule)
— ingressive aorist subjunctive — ingressive aorist subjunctive
(prohibition) (prohibition)
drtw (mid. drrropar): 'touch, take hold yevopat: 'taste, partake of'; dietary
of, handle'; the strongest of the three — prohibition — abstaining from foods.

'do not so much as lay hold.'



i S 1( ’
unoe Oiynge
nor touch
negative coordinating conjunction Aor Act Subj 2 Sg - Oiyyavw
prohibitive subjunctive (quoted rule)

— ingressive aorist subjunctive
(prohibition)

Otyyavw: 'touch lightly, come into
contact with'; the gentlest contact —
even a light touch forbidden, climaxing
the absurdity.

29 & 0TV MAVTA €l GPOOQAV TN ATIOXONOTEL KATX T EVTAARATA KAl ddaokaAiag Twv avOowmwy;
(referring to things that all perish with use) — according to the commands and teachings of men?

REFUTATION (PERISHABLE, MERELY HUMAN) | asynpeToN Two devastating observations puncture the
taboos: their objects are perishable consumables that vanish in the using, and the rules themselves are merely
human commandments — echoing Isaiah 29:13 (cf. Mark 7:7).

lsd £0TLV MTAVTX elg

which things are all for/unto

Nominative Pres Act Indic 3 Sg - eipt Nominative preposition + accusative (destiny/result)
relative pronoun (subject; the forbidden main verb (copula; neut. pl. subj. + sg. verb) appositional/predicate adjective (all of them') eic pBopdv: 'destined for destruction' —
objects) they end in perishing.

— gnomic present ndg: 'all’; every one of the forbidden
things shares this fate.
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$Oogav TN ATOXQT)0OEL KT

decay/destruction in the using according to
Accusative Dative Dative preposition + accusative (standard/source)
object of i (destiny) article dat. of means/instrument (perish by being
L . - used)
@Bopa: 'corruption, decay, destruction'’;
these foods simply rot or are digested anoxpnoig: 'using up, consumption'
away — too trivial to determine (rare); the very act of consuming them
holiness. destroys them — they perish in the
using.
\ bl 7/ \ 4
T EvTaApata Kol o aokaliag
the commands and teachings
Accusative Accusative coordinating conjunction Accusative
article object of kard (standard) object of katd (coordinate)
évtaipa: 'commandment, injunction'; Sidaokalia: 'teaching, instruction'; the
echoing Isa 29:13 LXX ('teaching as doctrinal content of the taboos —
doctrines the commands of men"). again, merely human.
~ b ’
TWV avlowmnwv
of the men
Genitive Genitive
article subjective/source genitive (human origin)

dvBpwriog: 'human being'; the fatal
pedigree — like v.8, of men, not of God
or Christ.



29 atva eotv Adyov pev éxovta codiag év éBeAobonokia kat tametvoPpoovv kat apedia
OWUATOG, OUK &V TLHT) TLVL TIQOG TTAT)OHOVT)V TNG OAQKOG.

These things indeed have a reputation of wisdom in self-made religion and false humility and severity to the
body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.

VERDICT (NO VALUE) | asynpetoN The chapter's closing verdict, notoriously difficult in syntax: for all their
veneer of wisdom — self-imposed devotion, humility, bodily harshness — these regulations have no power
against fleshly indulgence. Asceticism cannot do what only union with Christ accomplishes.

</ 4 bl / \
ATIVA E0TLV Aoyov uev
which things are a reputation/appearance indeed
Nominative Pres Act Indic 3 Sg - ipt Accusative particle (uév, anticipating a contrast)
indefinite relative pronoun (subject; 'the very main verb (copula; periphrasis with éxovra) direct object of ¢xovra pév: ‘on the one hand; sets up an
things that)) _, gnomic present Adyog: here 'reputation, show, implied 'but' — appearance of wisdom,
dotig: qualitative relative — 'such appearance' (Adyov €xetv, 'have a name yet no real power.
things as,' classing the regulations by for'); the mere semblance of wisdom,
their nature. not the reality.
b4 V4 b hl V4
Exovia ogodlag Y £€0edobonoxia
having of wisdom in self-made religion
Pres Act Ptc - Nom PI Neut - éxo Genitive preposition + dative (sphere/means of the Dative
periphrastic ptc. (with ¢ot1v) objective/content genitive (reputation of reputation) dat. of sphere
— present (ongoing) wisdom) €0eloBpnoxia: 'self-chosen/would-be
o . . . : cogia: 'wisdom'; ironic — the rules look worship' (¢0éAw 'will' + Bpnoxeia); a
éxw: 'have, hold'; in periphrasis — 'are . . . ..
S X wise but the true treasures of wisdom coinage — religion of one's own
having,'i.e. possess (a reputation for . . .. .
are in Christ alone (v.3). devising, self-imposed.

wisdom).
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Kal Tamnetvo$pooovvr) Kal adedia

and humility and severe treatment
coordinating conjunction Dative coordinating conjunction Dative
dat. of sphere (coordinate) dat. of sphere (coordinate)
tanewo@poouvr): here again the agewdia: 'unsparing/harsh treatment'
counterfeit, self-imposed 'humility' of (a- + eidopat 'spare’); 'no mercy on
the ascetics (cf. v.18). the body' — ascetic mortification.
4 b} b} ~
ow HAXTOG OUVK &V TLUT)
of the body not in/of value/honor
Canflife negative particle preposition + dative (value/estimation) Dative
objective genitive (severity toward the body) ¢v tpf]: 'of value, in honor'; the dat. (predicate of worth)
oopa: 'body'; the object of the harsh disputed claus‘e — 'mot in any tpn: honor, value, price’; the
self-discipline. honor/value,"i.e. worthless for the regulations carry no real worth for the
stated end.

purpose claimed.

TIVL TOOG TAT|OpHOVIV TG
any against indulgence/gratification of the
Dative preposition + accusative (purpose/reference: Accusative Genitive

indefinite adjective (modifies Tipf]) WHHOEITHRY B G A) object of mpdg article
npog: here 'against, with reference to';

rAnopovr): 'satiety, gratification,
they avail nothing toward curbing

indulgence'; the satisfying of fleshly
appetite — which asceticism is

I TG: 'any'; 'not of any value at all.’

fleshly indulgence.

powerless to subdue.

oaQKOG

flesh

Genitive

objective genitive (gratification of the flesh)

0ap¢€: here ethical — the fallen self;
ironically, rigorous rule-keeping may
even feed its pride rather than curb it.



On the text. The Greek follows the standard critical text of Colossians 2, uniform in its main
wording across the modern editions (NA28, SBLGNT, THGNT) and itself an ancient, public-
domain text; NA28's distinctively copyrighted critical apparatus is not reproduced. Verse
punctuation and paragraphing are editorial and conventional. At v.2 the text printed reads 'the
mystery of God, namely Christ' (100 6g00, Xptoto0), the reading adopted by the modern
editions out of a notoriously tangled variation; the many longer expansions (e.g. 'of God, even
of the Father, and of Christ') are later. At v.7 'in it' (¢v avtf)) is read with the editions; some
witnesses omit. At v.13 the manuscripts vary between 'forgiving us' (fjuiv) and 'you' (0piv); the
first-plural is followed. At v.18 the difficult @ ¢dpakev ('things he has seen') is printed without
the negative ('not') that some witnesses insert.

On the labels. Parsing gives Tense-Voice:-Mood-Person‘Number (+ Case‘Number-Gender for
participles) and lemma. The syntactic-function and semantic-force tiers follow standard
intermediate-grammar categories (e.g. Wallace, Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics); both involve
interpretive judgment, and the majority reading has been chosen where opinions differ. Lexical
notes condense commonly cited data (etymology, sense range, synonym contrasts, NT
frequency, OT/LXX echoes) and are no substitute for a lexicon.

On the discourse tier. Discourse structure operates above the word, so it is shown at the
clause/verse level (the connective, the relation it signals, and the role of the clause) and
summarized in the chapter outline. Relation labels, any proposed chiasm, and the paragraph
divisions reflect a common reading of the argument; other discourse analyses segment and

label some relations differently.



